Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #3 - When was the church of Christ established?


In order to discover when the church of Christ was established, we must begin by getting on the same page about the term “church of Christ.” 
As the scriptures do not use the term “church of Christ” in a denominational sense, we do not either. The phrase simply describes the assembly of redeemed people who belong to Jesus Christ. It is not parallel to terms of more modern derivation, such as “Baptist church” or “Lutheran church.” It is a term used by the Holy Spirit (Romans 16:16) to designate the ownership of Christ of the collection of people he purchased from the devil with his own blood (Acts 20:28). 

In fact, Jesus told the apostles in Matthew 16:16 that he would build his church and that the gates of Hades would not prevail against his efforts. When he broke those gates at his resurrection, he was ready to follow through with the establishment of his church, the church that belongs to him, the church of Christ. 

Thus the church of Christ was established in about the year A.D. 33, on the first Pentecost after his ascension back into heaven. That day, more than 3000 souls were baptized into Christ upon their confession of sin and faith.  From then on, the called-out were added to this number daily as they obeyed the gospel and put on Christ in obedient faith (Galatians 3:27). The New Testament is the history of the church of Christ. 

Neither the rise of Catholicism nor the subsequent birth of Protestantism was able to eliminate the presence of churches of Christ, for the Bible holds the seed to make Christians and the pattern for churches to follow. Records show the presence of such groups in Europe throughout the Middle Ages and in America as far back as the eighteenth century. Indeed, no human can lay claim to the establishment of the church that Christ promised to build. 

Today, there are still thousands of local congregations that claim no other designation, but “of Christ.” Such churches are not part of a larger denomination, for denominationalism was never sanctioned by Christ and was opposed by the apostle Paul (First Corinthians 1:10-13). Churches of Christ today stand behind no creed but the New Testament and participate in no form of church government beyond that of local elderships overseeing the church among them (First Peter 5:1-5). 
1. What does the phrase “churches of Christ” mean? When was the phrase first used? What advantage does this give the phrase that others do not have?
Simply, the phrase means the assemblies, or called-out, who belong to Jesus Christ. It was first used in scripture in Romans 16:16. Usage in scripture gives it clear divine approval, which many modern phrases obviously lack.
  
2. What are some descriptive phrases that enjoy divine sanction?

a. 1 Corinthians 1:2: “the church of God”

b. First Timothy 3:15: “the house of God”

c. Hebrews 12:23: “the church of the firstborn”

d. Ephesians 1:22-23: “the church”

3. When did the assembly of called-out people who belong to Christ by his blood and the gospel begin? Where was the first congregation?
Although there were already many disciples and 120 present with the apostles after the ascension of Christ, the first day of Pentecost afterward represents the point at which the Holy Spirit announces additions to the Jerusalem church.

4. Which of the following was involved in adding people to that church?

a. written or oral examination

b. vote of deacons

c. ability to speak in tongues

d. sprinkling of water on head
 None of the above.  The Lord added the baptized, the saved.


5. Two different dates are offered for the establishment of the Baptist church. One is during the ministry of John and the other is through the work of John Smyth in Holland in 1607. What is wrong with each of these dates?
One is too early and the other is too late to be the church that belongs to Christ. After John was dead, Jesus was still planning to build his church (Matthew 14:1-5, 16:16-19). Smyth did start the Baptist church, but almost 1600 years too late for it to be the church of the Bible.

6. If a man believes on Christ, obeys the gospel, but decides to join no denomination, of what denomination is he a member? What modern sects are listed in the New Testament?
Such a man would not be a member of any denomination. None existed in the first century, for such division in the body of Christ was condemned (1 Corinthians 1:10-13).

7. What role did Alexander Campbell play in establishing the church of Christ? Name some creeds for the Methodist churches, Baptist churches, Catholic Church and churches of Christ.
Absolutely none. He and others left denominations to work, worship and preach in a way that would restore New Testament practice. Methodist Discipline, Hiscox Standard Baptist Manual, Catechism, Bible.

8. Who was the head of the churches of Christ at the end of the first century (Ephesians 1:22-23? How are local congregations governed?
Jesus Christ is and will be the church’s only head.  They are autonomous, save for being answerable to Christ alone and are overseen by a plurality of elders (First Peter 5) and served by deacons, ministers and saints.
